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Drenthe has a new Provincial
Executive, which means a new
Member for Sport. Henk Jumelet
has passed the baton to his
colleague, Henk Brink. Most
people know that, alongside his
work for the Provincial Executive,
Henk Brink is a farmer - but he
also has time for sport, or makes
it when he doesn’t.
“I like to go skating and I’m also
keen on football. I used to play
when I was young, less so now,
but I still enjoy watching it.
You’ll regularly find me on the
pitch or in the stands to support
FC Emmen. Every village in
Drenthe takes part in sport and
this is supported by the many
clubs and their volunteers. We
have a beautiful Province to play
sport in and a hugely diverse
range of sporting opportunities
on offer. Alongside this, Drenthe
offers a wide range of fantastic
sporting events to attend, from
the CH de Wolden equine event
to the TT in Assen, and this year
there’s the Para-Cycling World
Championship in Emmen and
the MXoN Motocross of Nations
in Assen. Drenthe really is a true
Community of Sport and we want
it to stay that way.”
Henk Brink
Member for Sport

We became the European Community
of Sport in 2019 because we get a lot of
things right about sport. In the eyes of the
European selection committee, we make
optimum use of sport and exercise as a tool
in Drenthe. We do so, and this is a well-worn
path for me, to make Drenthe more sociable,
healthy and economically strong.
This was why we came home from Brussels
with the honour that we did for Drenthe.
Everyone was happy - we got a lot of
attention. But we were also a bit surprised;
what are doing that is so unusual? We are
just doing our best, as we are accustomed to
in Drenthe. Sometimes we do things alone,
but more often we do them together - either
because it is just easier or because doing
things alone simply will not work. This is
in the DNA of Drenthe and its citizens; in
Drenthe, people need each other.
Sport in the spotlight
And this is why, in the year we bear the
title, we are doing what we have always
done. The only thing is that, this year, we
are drawing attention to it a little more. We
are putting it in the spotlight, so everyone
can see it. From the major events such
as the Tour of Drenthe, the Cascade Run,
Meppel City Run, the TT Run or the RopaRun,
to the opening of the Sports Hall in Diever,
the King’s Games in Tynaarlo or the regular
sporting activities on the GGZ grounds in
Assen. These are just a few sporting
activities, but there are a lot of people
around each time. They might be
participants or volunteers, often smiling,
often together and on the move. These are
important ingredients for a healthy Province
and healthy residents.

volunteers who set up the activities. These
are people who are proud of their event and there are so many of these. All those
Saturdays full of competitions, all those
Sundays when you can walk, run or cycle.
When you put it like that, they’ve never
seen it done like this before in Brussels.
We don’t have a huge ego in Drenthe.
This is a shame at times - it might be what
is putting us off landing Formula 1 or the
Cycling World Championship - but it also gets
a lot done and we do things in the Drenthe
way: a little calmer, but always together
and with a high quality. And as Maarten
van der Weijden (are you sure he’s not from
Drenthe?) said: ‘if you don’t manage it the
first time, you can always try again’.
We are halfway through the year and all
sorts of things are being set up in the
Province. This second report describes part 2
of the Exploration of the Future of Sport.
This is going to do a lot of good in the
future, but the Neighbourhood Sports
Coaches, who were a major part of winning
the award, will also be meeting more often
this year than before. Everyone wants to
enjoy this year and the award we have won,
and rightly so, but it’s even better if this year
delivers more than before.
This report contains the video overview
from Jeroen Willems, the explanation of the
Future Course as mentioned earlier, some
great examples of Sportification, a daydream
at Drenthe Sports Club and the many
wonderful events on stage at Drenthe.
Happy reading!
Hans Derks
Programme Manager for Community of Sport

It is the Drenthe way:
calm, together, and with high quality And by
putting it in the spotlight it is clear straight
away just how much we can organise
together. There are a few professional
providers, but in 99% of cases it is

1. THE FUTURE COURSE
The future of sport in Drenthe is
getting closer all the time
How can we make the most of trends
and developments that occur in society
through sport? If we try to imagine what
sport will look like in Drenthe in 2030, is
that a vision of the future that we think
is desirable? What could we be doing
now to steer sport in the direction of a
positive future scenario? We have been
working hard on a Regional Future of
Sport Exploration in Drenthe for a few
months now. Following the kick-off on 25
February, the second exploration session
took place with workshops on 20 May.
Around 80 enthusiastic stakeholders
joined in the thinking and planning - time
for an update.

Exploring the future
The ‘data for local policy’ project is a
result of the National Sport Agreement
and builds upon the approach of the
National Future of Sport Exploration. The
consortium (Mulier Institute, Association
of Sports and Municipalities, NOC&NSF,
RIVM, Knowledge Centre for Sport), in
collaboration with regional partners (GGD,
CMOSTAMM) and local partners (the 12
municipalities in Drenthe), is mapping
out all available and relevant data in the
field of sport and exercise and attempting
to interpret trends and developments.

SportDrenthe is supervising the process,
as represented by Mieke Zijl and Hans
Slender.
“Many of the available figures are of a
national nature and need regional
refinement. That means we have to
make the figures specific to our regional
and local context, which is not an easy
conversion. A lot of national research
works with averages, but Amsterdam
is of course in a completely different
context to the Province of Drenthe.
We have been discussing with the
consortium’s experts how we can make
this conversion, what we can get out of
the available quantity of data for Drenthe
and where supplementary local research
is needed,” says Hans Slender.
The first meeting mainly looked at what
knowledge and information is already
available and relevant for basing future
policy on. In the second session, we
worked on interpreting the current
figures. Hans Slender, along with Anet
Doornbos of the Futures Literacy Lab
(Hanze UAS), took the attendees through
the technological developments and
the disruptive changes that these could
bring for the world of sport, among other
things. They then worked to explore the
sub-themes:

1 educational exercise and exercise skills
as a basis for lifelong exercise;
2 stimulation of sport and vital providers
through a positive sporting culture;
3 healthy active lifestyle:
the preventative effect of sport and
exercise;
4 communal social value: sport and
exercise in the social domain;
5 economy: sport and exercise in leisure,
tourism and regional marketing; and
6 sustainable sporting infrastructure:
facilities and an exercise-friendly
environment.

The first local sporting
agreements are taking shape
“Sporting policy has not been just about
sport and exercise for a long time
now. It also involves the links to social
affairs, health and prevention, economy,
sustainability, etc. Policy is not only made
by municipalities any more, but instead
in collaboration with all stakeholders
involved in the field,” says Mieke Zijl.
It is on the basis of this concept that
the National Sport Agreement has been
developed. Sport has worked together
with other policy areas in this, along
with many real-world professionals. This
concept is being taken further with the
Local Sport Agreements. Clubs, sports

companies, events and professionals
from neighbouring domains join in at a
local level to discuss how we can get
even more out of sport. In Drenthe, the
municipalities of Hoogeveen, Meppel,
Emmen, Assen, Noordenveld, De Wolden
and Borger-Odoorn have already begun
this process. The other municipalities will
follow shortly.
Hans Slender: “In developing the Local
Sport Agreements, I’d be the first to
applaud if we not only worked with
all parties to look for activities and
campaigns for which there is
sufficient mutual support, but also closely
considered the quality of campaigns.
High-quality local policy is based on
existing knowledge and data, taking local
trends and developments into account.
Sport Agreements of high quality and
with community support: that would
really help sport in Drenthe to take the
next step.”

2. SPORTIFICATION
Collaborations that work
surprisingly well
In Drenthe, we have been
mobilising the European
Community of Sport 2019 award
to develop new partnerships and
link up policy domains. In doing so,
we are seeking out collaborations
whereby we can mobilise sport to
find a solution for or improvement
to certain social issues. Good
examples of this include the
election: Most fun place to exercise
in Drenthe and the Break the
Stigma for Families Project.
Election: Most fun place to
exercise in Drenthe
SportDrenthe, BIOR Knowledge Lab,
Drenthe Out and About and IVN North
have joined forces to inspire as many of
Drenthe’s residents as possible to enjoy
the open air. In the course of electing
‘the most fun outdoor play, exercise and
sporting place in Drenthe’, we have gone
out in search of the top 50 most fun and
challenging play and exercise locations in
Drenthe, along with local residents.

Convenience
”We want to show that people can
exercise in a convenient manner close to
their home,” says Project Manager Mieke
Zijl of SportDrenthe. “We are hoping that
the election will put these locations on
the map.”
Great success
The election received a wide range of
entrants, from swimming pools to playing
forests and from experience walks to MTB
routes. From more than 50 submissions,
a top 3 was chosen based on a number
of criteria, which residents of Drenthe
could then vote on. A real battle for the
most votes broke out, with a high turnout
among residents. With 55% of the votes

cast, Het Steenbergerpark was the rightful
winner. The election generated a lot of
media attention and social media traffic,
which was good for raising awareness of
the locations and drawing more attention to ‘outdoor exercise’. The intention is
to hold the election in the Provinces of
Friesland and Groningen as well.

Spin-off
Everyone On Your Bike sporting events
are a fantastic experience, both to watch
and to take part in. For an hour, a day,
maybe even a few days, the event
and its surroundings are absolutely in
the spotlight. We are using a spin-off
programme in an attempt to harness the
strengthof the event, and the attention

paid to it, to have as positive an impact
on the surroundings as possible. This was
how the spin-off programme ‘Everyone
On Your Bike’ was developed, specially
for the Para-Cycling World Championship
(11-15 September 2019). This programme
includes the Break the Stigma for Families
campaign and the educational project
Class on Wheels, both of which use sport
as a tool for certain societal themes.
Breaking the stigma on a bike
Mental illness is very common and is
real. These are conditions that can befall
any one of us. Luckily, there are good
and effective treatments available.
Nevertheless, many children, families
and their neighbours often feel unable to
open up about the mental health issues
facing them. They feel guilty or ashamed,
or are afraid of how others might judge
them. This is what we call stigma. Stigma
hinders recovery - this is why we want
to break the stigma! We are doing this
through the Break the Stigma for Families
campaign, by getting out on our bikes
with families, neighbours and others.
Cycling together is a central theme in this
• Cycling is good for the body and
mind;
• Cycling brings people and families
together;
• Cycling offers a feeling of freedom
and pleasure
This year, Drenthe and its 12 municipalities were chosen as the ‘European

Community of Sport 2019’. This offers
extra opportunities to develop a broad
and handsome portfolio of activities in
Drenthe, including cycling, which other
regions and countries can then make use
of.

Class on Wheels
Class on Wheels is an initiative from
SportDrenthe. The educational project is
aimed at older primary school children.
An experienced expert with a physical
handicap shows the class what living and
playing sports with a disability is like.
Why
More than 10% of the Dutch population
has a limitation. Class on Wheels offers

children from primary schools the opportunity to get to know and experience that
people with a disability are not pathetic
and can do a lot. Something that creates
respect and mutual understanding, according to the many clinics already given.
In the context of the 50th anniversary
of SportDrenthe, and the title European
Community of Sport 2019, the goal is to
attend the clinic 50 times in 2019.
Class on Wheels at the World
Para-cycling
World Championship All schools that have
followed a clinic, will be invited to a final
tournament at the Para-Cycling World
Cup.

3. DRENTHE SPORTS CLUB
Clearly it can’t be done... but
imagine if Drenthe were one
big Sports Club: Drenthe Sports
Club. A Sports Club, or a sporting
association, has so many typical
features that we can make good
use of these days.
Sport and exercise are a product
of people
The Netherlands is changing. The authorities do not intend to look after you any
more; you are expected to manage by
yourself, as in fact we all should. This
is no different when it comes to sport.
Sports clubs came about because people
wanted to play football or handball
together. They are largely a collection
of people who want broadly the same
thing because they take pleasure in
it. Sometimes there might be the odd
match, which is when sport becomes
competitive. Many people enjoy it too,
but sport has never been something that
was mandated by the authorities. No
Mayor has ever announced: ‘We will have
a football club in this village.’ No, sport
(and exercise) are a product of people and this is unique.
You meet new people at a sports club
and spend time with them. A sports club

provides routine. You can develop the
typical sporting skills such as teamwork,
helping one another and listening to each
other - whether it’s about that next set-up
or the pace of the first runner in the
group. Sport can give your life meaning.
It could be your own sport, perhaps
your children’s sport or, for example,
FC Emmen. And sport often involves
exercise. Exercise makes you fitter physically fitter, as well as improving your
mental balance.

Dreaming of the future
When I sit and dream about the future
of Drenthe Sports Club, I see a kind of
community. Since we won the award, I
have come to understand the value of
this word even more. Drenthe Sports
Club is a community you would want to
belong to, but perhaps can’t become a
member of. Is it a real Sports Club with
traditional management? Or is it a kind of
communal ambition, a sort of arrangement that we residents of Drenthe all
make amongst ourselves? We are a club!
Imagine that someone becomes part
of that community as soon as they are
born, welcomed by Drenthe Sports Club.
Welcome, our latest young hero - this
is where you belong. Welcome to the
club, because everyone ought to belong

somewhere. And exercise is something
we can never encourage enough, just like
reading for example. We look out for one
another in our sports club too; if someone
doesn’t turn up for a while, we go and
see them to check if we can help with
anything. We offer special programmes
for residents to suit their health. We
prefer playing sports where everyone
comes together, although sometimes
we set up special groups. Everyone is
welcome. This is not always simple, but it
is always the starting point. People who
need some extra aid will get it, and we
will involve those who have only recently
arrived in the Netherlands as much as
we can.

You don’t even have to enjoy
sport
At this strange sports club, you actually
don’t even need to enjoy sport. It is
mainly about meeting people, having
somewhere to be taken seriously and
getting some exercise, and doing so
through the things you enjoy the most.
Naturally, this could also be something
artistic or relaxing.
This is how we can bring Drenthe
together - supported by volunteers as
it already is today. Residents belong to
it as well as existing clubs. Authorities,

well-being and care, plus - wouldn’t that
be nice? - companies. Ultimately, companies are the first to notice how important
the effects of Drenthe Sports Club are.
This might be a good reason to develop a
commercial Drenthe Sports Club too - to
always have healthy staff. The community
is constantly growing.
Clearly it can’t be done, was how I began.
Nonetheless, this topic of the Drenthe
Sports Club is being talked about more
and more. You notice from people that
they would like to belong to it, despite
the fact that nobody knows quite what
it entails. Drenthe Sports Club appears in
the Community Year’s annual programme
- a hypothetical or symbolic final result.
But a lot more often, I think that Drenthe
Sports Club might, in fact, already exist.

4. DRENTHE IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Meppel City
Run
Go to our compilation of
the many sports activities
from April to June 2019

First European
Sportdebat Assen
12 April

Opening
Nature Game
24 May

17 May

Bartje 200 Ees
16 June

RopaRun
8-10 June

TT and Community
of Sport Networking
Meeting
29 June
Photography:
Marcel J. de Jong

Photography: Marcel J.
de Jon

g

TT-Run
Mini TT Kids-Run
Alternative TT Tun

Moto GP
TT-circuit Assen
30 June

22 June

Photography: Marcel J. de Jong

5. PUBLICATIONS
1st Community of Sport sign put up
in Drenthe
The first Community of Sport sign in Drenthe
was put up in Meppel on 17 May 2019. Six
signs will be attached to the entrance to the
built-up area in the municipality of Meppel.

The second edition of the door-to-door newspaper Op
Fietse (‘On Your Bike’) was published in early July, with a
separate section on the Drenthe Community of Sport.
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en het Drentse landschap
tes die je door brinkdorpen
en beleven.
voeren is van alles te doen
mauitstippelen, een rondje
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Colophon
Drenthe Beweegt, July 2019

Twee geweldige hippisc
he evenementen zetten
het
Drentse dorp Veeningen
in juli stevig op de kaart.
Van 8 tot
en met 14 juli worden de
Europese Kampioenscha
ppen
springen voor Young Riders,
Juniors & Children verrede
n,
met zondag 7 juli een grootse
opening met artiesten en
attracties. Na dat EK vindt
het jaarlijkse concours
hippique CH de Wolden in
Veeningen plaats, van 18
tot
en
met 21 juli en van 25 tot
en met 28 juli. Bezoekers
hebben
alle dagen gratis toegan
g, ook bij het EK. Op de
foto van
Jeroen Spoolder de winnaa
r van verleden jaar, Jur
Vrieling
uit Holwierde.
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